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EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW

singing department affer two years Why? Because the ammasphere

and the rlatonships [ made in the acting class meant more to me. |,

thercfore, camedd my degree asa theatre acor racher than an opera

singer. Since you now need this quality to be a full artist, I view this

choice as the most significant one | have cver made. Today’s opera s

frequently directed by drama or even film directors. Pathos, clichés,

and archaic practices o longer g together in ar, Fven though it

L

scem quie challenging to oper singers, those things muse be
adjsed. | am quite ;

e tha | am able to mix opera with

pprec
acting. which s thought to be my stongese qualicy. This is

ppreciated by the criics and the public they recognize my quality

of nterpring very well.

Tl now, you reached  important

made me an offer for 4 g-year contmce. What more could a 21year-
old Caech singer wan for,afier enduring the rying cireumstances
in the USA and finally achieving his fclong dream? As a resule, my

carcer officially began ar that point, and T have since been offered

additional engagements For instance, a young baritone performing

with renowned philharmonicsac one of the best oper houses i the

world, the Semperoper Dresden, or a the State Opera Prague,the

Prague National Thearre, but also 2 bnger reperroire chan

My lalian debu, directly at Teatro All

pecrs his own ala,

and even before, my planned debuc as Gamekeeper (only one Cech

singercast)inthe upcoming prodhiction of Rusal, which

will be premiered in Milano for the very firse

cime L am extremely happy to be pare of che

famous production of Saké already; with

international stages. Here we mention “Assomeone whosings M®Zubin Mehta and Damiano Michicleteo.
“Teatro Lirico di Cagliari, Luzerner Theater, atLa Scala. “This moment comes afier Semperoper

Welsh National Opera in Cardiff, Theater
Freiburg, and others. On 15th December,
Salomé

you strt rehearls for

I have to maintain
oo the I(“V"“]Q' PEAAONS. i, | e o minin he el of
Scala, where you will work with Zubin FEVERYONE expectations. Everyone wants to be there.

Dresden, my greatest successful achievement

in my lf, and as someone who sings ac La

Mchea and Damiano Michicletto. Tt will wants to be there, Not everyone has the opportunity to do this

also be your official debut there and in Traly \'( )T E ' TH Y() \E in lfe. There are maybe two young persons

in general. What docs dhis moment signify
foryouand your carcar?

Afier a very trying cime
student, in the United States, where |

sudied opera singing 2t the eseemed

UCLA in Los Angeks, in the chass of

internationally renowned baricone Viadimir - ADAM P

Chemo, afier eeprance o the uilland =
School, Metropolitan Opera coaching

and aficr being cast in some

prog
smaler oper

productions across the
US, I was convinced that 1 had to scop paying for wition and living
expenses in New York and Los Angeles and I had w become an
opera singer and stare caming from this job, singing especially in
Wastern Europe. Akhough American student lie s hectic,
challenging, and diffcul, without these experiences [ waudd nox be

where | am today. The kad role of Don Giovanni at the Sommer

Oper Bambergin German, for young singers,smiled oy

me ol

afier thousands of emuils, offérs, requests, and fying for auditions
around Europe: | was extremely blessd to receive this offer Afier 1
became The Younggse Czach Don Giovanni in History, a new

intendant of Landestheater Cobung saw the premicre and
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o mention that Dvordkisa genius o, tha his works are wonderfil
or that the general audience adores him everywhere around the

world. Sharing the scene with my ficher brings us both greac jo: e

is ill uncommon to sec parents and children onstage together
This makes me happy, and we had a good time as well. Both
dramatic sections are sung by two compeitors, cousins, We enjoy
avery performance, even if i s occasionally amusing o us. They
invitedus back for anocher show in Opava, my homezown, in the
thearer where my ficher began his carcer. Unforaunarcly, | have my
debut at che Teatro ala Scala ac chat time. He wil be withoue his
ol |

g the combat

Did your ficher link to opera influenceyour career choiec?
abways been a fincastc counselor, mentr, and fsener, and |

foel hes abways boen a greae supporte: | want to sing for myself
since | domy work independendy and wihout him. He was ahvays

my grearese modivation and constandy assistad me before
ine ol i

has the opportunity

sanineriond 10 do this in life.

There are two young singers
who performed there.

i Jfrom the Czech arti:

in our gencration who have appeared there
from Czech artists. Adam Plachetka and I?

You have worked with many conductors
and directors and have performed with
relevant names in opera. How do you find

ACHETKA  woding with your suge parwers in
ME?” producti

For cxampl. ke ke your
performances of Eugee Onegin, which you
will e revivingin Novemmber ac the

Luserner Theater (your already thind production).
1 am graechl for the opportunity t share the stage with such

talenced musi

s T guess s abo a relly valuable experience andl a
great honor o young artises Many of them, o name a few, T met ac

the Semperoper Dresden o in Pra

e, incueling Anggk

andiuzz, Stephen Coseello, Dimytro Popox;

Gheorghiu, Roberto §
Keasimira. Stoyanowa, Steven Goukd, and Geong Zappenfeld
Including abo greac renowned condiactors such as Christian
“Thickemann, Allan Gilbert, Danicle Callogiri, Staphano Ra

Giampolo Bisante, Antonio Fo

nzani,

ni or now Tomas Hanus or

Zubin Mehta and numerous opera stage directors. You are one of

levision, adio, and in wonderful recials and conceres | am quie
happy aboue that bxcause noc many vocalists coneentrate on that

There

e very few Czoch singe

inour count

and they promore

here, This type of music which

isunforunate.

the CD and th

Aslve
beween my girlfriend, Tatiana Hajaiond, a young yric soprana,

ady ind collaboration

o, the CD of Spanish somgs

and the incredibly great guitarise, Rascisk Sumega. We received
financial assistance from a Slovak foundation to produce this CD,
and a friend who recently opened his own studio, Sloth Sound
Studio, ent us a workspace. T'm pleased that this CD was adhertised
on Slovak television, radio, and some web opera site media in
Slowakia and the Czech Republic. Our debut concert was a success,
and Im thrilled chat we were able w find this contempora

ry

sylization for younger audiences. You can fiseen o vary well-
\

important evenes Fm when T inically s
He was tking me to his kssons ar the National Theare in Pragic,

k (his

her's

with his profisor, che highly popular baricone Vacky 7
undle Vilem ako performed ac Scala), so 1 consider my

influence to be very crucial in my carly days. We no longer ahways

have e same ideas, and we occasionall dispute in amusing ways

Letssay | havemy own opi 1

NS oW

You recendly kunched your debut CD - Spanish Songs Doyou have
a preférence for which you like berter, singing opers or singing

recital material?

Wel, I discovered some lighly different music to revord dhan

ducrsor opera aias Spanish songs are particular, and usinga gt

we created an idea. What more could one ask for? It was a joine CD

debur wich my girlfiiend, as well. Anyway, these two fickds are
g

urterly distince from one anocher. | would spexificlly mencion

performingsongs ina recial | believe it was the idal school for me,

bocause | gained a loc of experience from performing at German

Opera Festvals. Your interprecation and voice must be taken on
fith. Being considerably more emorionally charged and incensely
focused, which s noc abvays simple. 1 adore singing recials,
especially when they feature German mekodics. Ies the same as
singing well and having success with lealan repertoire in Ty, if

you grew up performing in German theaters with German

vepertoite or songs |, howeve, am an opera singer who phees

geater emphasis on the pares. But T ghd 1 esuendly blend the

oo Fsangalocof Mahler, Kormgold, and Strauss s on
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P this CD and other ones that are also available:

on Sporify;

You have a complex artistic personlity: I you had to look back,

The first support and interactions with Sommer Oper Bamber Til
Fabian Weser' director, who give me the opportunity to pursue a

career as a proféssional singer abroad, Maestro Viadimir Chemox;
who opened my eyes while [ was a student at UCLA, and perhaps

avingthe good forunc of having my il suppore my desire to

chem, which provides you o only a solid CV o continue with,
butalso power and confidence. And 1 sl belive thata greaesar s
a beeter and normal human being For me, the mose vt

age elaionship is a compelling and action-packed seene

situation, or circumstances. Even now, | seldom encounter a

colleague who is entirely linked o me and, most of the time,

rarunl and beliovable. Bue, happily, the case of my thind
production of Figgene Onegin in Luzem has been sec up for our
performing, We are a bunch of hardworking young individvals
and ven if the productions stage and costume design areric
paricularly good, we make up for it with believable performance.
Thats a precy excellen compromise! But,to be honest, | recall my
firse production ac DJKT Plisen Theatre when T was 25 years ok,

and later fell in love with my second, ar Theater Freiburg, OF

course,the more we practio our partsinlifferenc shows,the beter

we getand wefoel more comfortable:

You will pl
National Theatre in Prague. We know that you have been a

the tide role of Bohus in Harrasov again a the

regular guest of the National Theatre and the Prague State Opera
since 2016, You have already performed the role of Bohus in
Antonin Dvoriik opera Jakobin i
2020, Here comes an exciting sory. then you shared the stage wich
‘your fither, who s also a baritonc. You played as son and facher in

the story of two cousins who are rivals. How was that experience

 your first production in Liberec

forbochofyou?

You know,ics ok abways the case for an artit to start a carcer

overseas and then be needed and called back home. It occurred o
me, and even though I did ot anicipate it to happen so soon, it

happend right o the Prague National Thearre / State Ope

fors to work with all of our

when I was 23 years old. Fve gotten o
Caech opers and philharmonics. Especially when T am
representing my nation and a
Semperoper Dresden. So I did a o of parts in Prague, and [ gota

ac presigious insticutions fike the

lot of amuzing opportunities to try out for extremly challenging

roles in German and Cacch operas. Last time, | performed he Bact

Actor in a lide known opera calld Feme Hang to help the Staee
Opera Prague receive  wider candichcy for our most coveredd

antistic prize, Thalia. Tm kooking forward w0 performing the

cter of Bohus in my second production, there at the National

and

Theatre in Prague, which is a historically significane structu
where all ofour musical history i the Caech Republic has s rooes
The pasriotic tune Jakobin was written by Anconin Dvorik, and

both the melody and the history are astounding It s unnecessary
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pursic a carcer in the ares as a chikl. 1 should ako mention my
strong artitude not t give it up, cven if 1 waneed sometimes.
Excrything is rally significant. Undoubredly a great deal of k.
My inherent sense for giding me forward and helping me make
che right judgmentsis the kst ching chat has never lee me down.

The mose crucial clement, though, s to lve my life complecely

independently in very way:

In the end, Mr. Jiii Rajni&, what do you consider to be the most
chaming feature of the opera?
Opera is among the most challenging artistc disciplines ever:

There, we can find everything dramatized scories, music, singing,
acting, dancing, and designs. Bocause the painting is so intricate,
there are numerous endearing characteristics, Opera is fiscinating
because e primarily tells true stories. genwine,intense felings o joy
or misery. Buc what is the operds most endearing qualicy? Is, of

course,the singing and music. I, thercfore, vale opera more thanall
other forms of are. Thank God the music and singing cannoe be

changeel. Although some opera dirctors scem o destroy the are,

they are unable to destroy the music and singing But perhaps e

on that.

OPERACHARMMAGAZIN
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I the following interview; we introduce you o baritone
JIRI RANNIS, one of the most visible singers,
represcnatives of the Czech Republic:

Hehad an interesting conversation w ith MARIA-ISABELA
NICA, during which he told us about his pasion for musi

and how he came 1o follow this career. But also about work and

dedicarion he inheried fom hs parents. He also speaks about his
debu allum, Sparish songs, and how it s o shave the stage

wich his father. As youll sce in the next paragraphs, he

revealed to us many fascinating hings

it Rajni§ belongs o the youngest and mos alented generation of
operatic singers from the Czcch Republic. He studied first drama-
acting at the Prague Conseratory and affcrwards opera singing ac
Herb Alpere School of Music in the class of
Viadimir Chemov in Los Angekes.In the meantime was taken

“The coad

the pres

igious UCL

" by Memopolitan Operss accompansts

g progr
and covered Beloore in Martina Arroyo Foundation. He has been a
member of Junges Ensemble at the Semperoper Dresden (2017-2019).

Jiit Rajni&s international ca

fer sarted at Sommer Oper Bambrg

2013 as “Youngae Cxach Don Gicvanni abroad” Afier that, he wene
immediaedly to the firs fixed german enggerment at Landestheater
Coburg, where he spent four seasons (2013-2017) and sung wider
range of the opera, operetea and musical repertoire. For example
Herr Fluch, Shaunard/Marcello, Peter  Besenbinder, Count
Almaviva, Freddy in My Fair Lady, The Death in Savitri, Fréderic in
Labor, Haraita in The Cunning Licde Wiwen and many german

bends. He is a rogular guest at Welsh National Opera in

ater Freiburg, Immling Opera Fescival Jid is very
active in concerting aceivitis with famous fetivals and

Philharmonies in the Czech Republic such as Czech Philharmonie,

Prage Symphony  Orchestra, Czech National - Symphony

Orchestra, Festival Cesky Krumlov, Smeeanova. Licomysl. He

B the shokee winer of the “Prague Singer 2008

Competition” and also in the Antonin Dvofak s International
Competition in Karlovy Vary 2008. Recently, he became a finalist
of7th Orto Edemarn International Singing Competicion in ienna. He
also performs with his newly formed band “Napolitan Quartet”in
the performance of fmous Neapolian songs in  special modern
stylization. Very closely cooperates with the Czech Television and

Spanish Songs”

Czech Radio. He has made recently his Debue CD -

H Rajni, mecting you through this interview is a real
ure. You are

tive prosence in the intemnational opera
scene, and here | mention the numerous performances, which we
willdiscuss in a moment. Firse, we would like to know how you

chose the stage?

Thank you very much for the chance you offered me w0 be

interviewed by OPERA Charm Maguzine. The pleasure is akso on

my side. | wouldnit be able to claim that I chose the stage, but I was
sort of born on the scage. It has been somehow given to me, and |
cannor imagine a diferenc ife. We all have a great privikge in e,
and | am so appreciative that God has placed me on stage so

naturally. Bue my parents are the key reason why 1 selected the

stage! | come from a musical houschold. Both my meother and
fieher bogun thir aneersas opernsinges a the sme theter. They

nd musicals. |

performed in many productions of opera, operee
was bom i a sl ity callod Opava (cheir firse fixed engagenen),
T sense, everything started there. As a chikl, T used to spend a e
of time ac the theater with my parents, attending numerous
wehearsals and performances. 1 acted out my fichers roks in

productions,such as: Rigolerro, Nabuceo, Conte di Luna, and so

on T also played for my grandma in her lving room, marching and

stylimg outfis and using her farmiture and other items to create

decorations. | fell in love with the ch

e, vy quickly. | ke sage
design, a5 wellas costume design. Tve been obsessal with opera

since I was g yearsold. For inscance, | know every role my fcher has

performed since | was a young child. Now that 1 do his tasks as a
profissional, leaming and remembering them is quite simple for

me,and I have his scores, already marked.

R e T 1 inging Today

‘you combine both very beautifully on sage in the roles you p

youinlove, particularly with theatre and opers

Certainly, I had other ambitions after finishing clementary school,

sich s becominga pilot ora soccer player or atendinghigh school,
T would say that | was a typical young boy, yet chroughout those
years, opera, theater; and music were al around me. 1 had the

though

school, that 1 might y acting firse and, perhaps, a lice lacer, 1

- as | was complting the seventh grade of clementary

should ary to follow in my parents foorseeps and pursue a career as
an opera singer, while abo enrolling in dlasss at the Prague

Conservatory. My facher actually came up with this idea, because he

was the expert and understood that I should have waited, since |
was only 14 or 15 years okd. I was, therefore, successfirlly admitted

into the Drama-Acting class and decided not to ransfer t the
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